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Nearly a third of Americans under the age of thirty have no religious affiliation, the highest in any

recorded generation. In this growing segment of "nones" are many young Atheists who have faced

prejudice in their high schools and communities for standing up for their constitutional right of

freedom from religion. You'll hear some of their stories in this book, whether they're protesting their

school's public prayers at football games and graduations or sitting out the "under God" portion of

the Pledge of Allegiance. These atheist students know their rights and have fought for them,

sometimes at tremendous personal cost. Their examples serve as inspiration for all the young

atheists out there who live in communities where school often feels no different from church and

teachers are no different from preachers. This handbook is a resource for parents, teachers, friends,

and young atheists themselves. Hemant Mehta, "The Friendly Atheist" blogger at patheos.com,

discusses how to deal with teachers and administrators who promote faith in public schools, handle

the peer pressure and ostracism that may come with being an outspoken atheist, and create

successful student groups that encourage conversation over conversion.
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I am both an atheist and a regular follower of the author's blog the "Friendly Atheist", so I eagerly

purchased this book when I first learnt of its publication, and I was not disappointed.In a fast moving

and well written manner the book discusses the problems, and solutions to these problems,

encountered by young American atheists in the public school system. These problems centre

around discrimination by their religious school mates, and school officials. One telling example from



the book was a pastor who asked his students to draw a picture of both a christian and an atheist.

The students drew the christian as a happy and good man, while the atheist was depicted as a

drinker, a smoker, and a bad person.In response to this, and more generally, to meet like minded

people and to discuss issues, atheist students are now forming atheist clubs across the USA. It

would be warming to be able to say that school teachers and administrators unreservedly performed

their job and duty and helped and encouraged these students to do so, but this is not the case.

Atheist students were confronted with opposition and outright vilification by their teachers and their

school bureaucracy. More so, from their fellow students and parents, some students received

physical threats. No sign of "love thy neighbour". In response many students successfully called

upon the USA constitution, which separates church from state, in a bid for equal recognition and

acceptance.In the USA, it is illegal for public schools to promote religion, and schools must deal

equally with students of all and no faiths. More so, atheist clubs are legal entities, and must be

granted the same rights and privileges as other student groups.
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